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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2011
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
The founder and president of the Arab  
American Institute told a Grand Valley  
audience that the Middle East is an important  
world region but not solely because of its  
oil reserves.
“The Middle East is important because of oil, 
but even more so because we have huge human 
investment in the region,” James Zogby said. 
Zogby addressed a crowd of about 100 in the  
Kirkhof Center on February 17. He came to 
Grand Valley to take part in Grand Valley’s  
Model Arab League. His lecture was 
sponsored by the Middle East Studies 
Department, William Baum Lecture Series, 
Padnos International Center and the 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies.
Zogby spoke briefly about Egypt, saying 
many people can not understand what 
happened in that country because most 
don’t know its long history. He said many 
are asking what developments there may 
mean for the United States, when the 
only important question is whether those 
developments are good for Egypt.
Zogby said paying attention to 
Arab voices is crucial. “We’ve 
had troops in the Middle East 
for decades, since the end of 
Vietnam,” he said. “The success 
of many presidents has been 
measured by how they handled 
the Middle East.” Zogby said 
there is very little about the 
Middle East in history books 
and the best way to really know 
how people in Arab countries 
think, is through polling. 
“Polling helps us to know 
people as they are, not how we 
imagine them to be,” he said. 
“Some are surprised to know 
that 60 percent of Arabs say 
they like Americans and our 
values and products. But, they 
don’t like our policies, our 
behavior or how we treat them.”
Zogby commended Grand Valley for its 
Middle East Studies program pointing out 
that Grand Valley is one of only 320 colleges 
and universities that offer studies in Arab 
language. Zogby took time to sign copies 
of his latest book, Arab Voices: What They 
Are Saying to Us and Why It Matters.
Middle East expert: ‘Pay attention to Arab voices’
Angus celebrates start 
of 25th year of service
Celebrating its 25th year of service, the D. J. 
Angus research and education vessel has 
provided “on the water” experiences for almost 
74,000 students and the general public. The 
vessel is docked on Harbor Island in Grand  
Haven and is operated by the Annis Water 
Resources Institute at Grand Valley.  
More than 12,000 Grand Valley students have 
been on the D. J. Angus, conducting hands-on 
water-quality sampling and analysis. AWRI 
scientists use the vessel for their research. 
More than 40,000 students, grades 4-12, have 
participated in AWRI’s Water Resources 
Outreach Education Program on the vessel.  
Students from at least 27 counties in Michigan  
have been on the vessel and school districts,  
such as Grand Haven Public Schools, provide  
this experience for all middle school students.
AWRI maintains a second vessel, the W. G. 
Jackson, which is docked at Grand Valley’s 
Lake Michigan Center in Muskegon. 
Launched in 1996, the W. G. Jackson has carried 
almost 59,000 people. AWRI uses the vessel for  
research, outreach to schools, and Grand  
Valley courses and events such as the annual  
Family Weekend.    
ACES sends invitations 
to participate in survey
More than 4,000 Grand Valley students 
were selected at random to receive an 
e-mail invitation to participate in a campus-
wide alcohol and other drug use survey. 
Eric Klingensmith, coordinator of the Alcohol 
Campus Education and Services office, said 
the e-mail invitation was sent February 18. 
The survey, created by the Core Institute at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale, will be 
administered by ACES, an outreach program of 
the Counseling & Career Development Center.
“This is the first time in several years that 
we are asking students to help us examine 
the climate of alcohol and other drug use on 
campus by telling us about their experiences 
and perspectives,” Klingensmith said. The 
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Photo by Adam Bird
James Zogby, founder and president of the Arab American Institute, 
gives a presentation in the Kirkhof Center on February 17. He stressed the 
importance of paying attention to Arab voices.
continues on page 2
The D.J. Angus begins its 25th year of service through 
the Annis Water Resources Institute.
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results will be used to plan future programming and services, and 
address areas of health and safety for the campus community.
He encouraged faculty members to remind students to complete  
the anonymous survey.
Upon completing the survey, students may enter a prize drawing for 
one of four Wii gaming systems or iPod Nanos.  The survey will remain 
open until March 4. The results will be announced in late April.
ESP students receive scholarships
Four students who participate in Grand Valley’s Educational Support  
Program received scholarships through the Mid-American Educational  
Opportunity Program Personnel and were recognized at a student  
leadership banquet in Kalamazoo.
Melissa Selby-Theut, director of ESP, said MAEOPP is the professional  
organization for employees of federal TRiO programs, which provide  
services that promote equal access to education to students in poverty  
across the country.
The students who received scholarships are Amber Williamson, JaQuan  
Thompson, Christopher McNally and Viniece Richards.
Board approves changes for  
engineering, health professions
Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees approved changes to the School of  
Engineering and a program within the College of Health Professions  
at its February 11 meeting.
Engineering will now offer five different engineering majors. Beginning 
this fall, freshman and current students enrolled in the engineering 
program can choose majors in computer, electrical, interdisciplinary, 
mechanical or product design and manufacturing engineering. 
Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos College of Engineering and  
Computing, said the current engineering programs have matured  
to the extent that each is appropriate for designation as a separate  
major. 
The Clinical Laboratory Science program will be renamed Medical  
Laboratory Science. Roy Olsson, dean of the College of Health  
Professions, said the name change was consistent with two  
governing organizations for the field.
Bus ridership hits 2 million mark
On February 15, at 
6:30 p.m., Grand 
Valley recorded 2 
million bus riders for 
the 2010-11 academic 
year. This is 16 days 
earlier than last year.
Grand Valley has 
experienced record 
bus ridership for the 
last 11 years, with 
an increase of 13.24 
percent over last 
year. Traditionally, 
Mondays are the 
busiest for ridership. 
In 2002, Monday ridership was 1,855; it jumped to 24,682 in 2010.
“Students have clearly figured out the amazing benefits of riding the  
bus — gas savings, auto savings, safer driving conditions, study time,  
social time, and door to door service, without having to hunt for parking  
spaces,” said Erin Babson, operations manager of Pew Campus and  
Regional Centers. 
Two million riders means: 25,705,407 total miles ridden on the bus;  
$11,567,433.15 saved in auto operating costs; 1,285,270 gallons of gas saved; 
and $4,048,601.60 in gas savings.
continued from page 1
The Rapid stops at the Kirkhof Center. Grand Valley 
recorded 2 million bus riders this year by mid-February.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Lynn ‘Chick’ Blue, vice provost and dean of Academic 
Services and Information Technology, gives a 50th at 
Noon presentation on February 23 in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Blue reflected on her 40-plus years at Grand 
Valley and the changes in technology and culture she 
has witnessed. 
The last lecture in the series is set for March 30 when 
Ron VanSteeland, retired vice president for Finance 
and Administration, and Vern Olhman, architect and 
designer, will team to discuss ‘Incorporating the Village 
Experience into Grand Valley’s Campus Design.’
FORUM  |  FEBRUARY 28, 2011   3
Open faculty meetings 
scheduled this week
Two open meetings will be held for faculty  
members to discuss new initiatives related  
to differential tuition and academic program  
considerations.
Provost Gayle R. Davis said discussion 
generated from the meetings will help ensure  
a stable future for Grand Valley. The same  
topics will be covered at each meeting; RSVPs  
are not necessary. Meeting days and times  
follow:
• Tuesday, March 1, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.:  
Kirkhof Center, room 2204;
• Wednesday, March 2, 1-2 p.m.: DeVos Center,  
Loosemore Auditorium.
Sustainable Agricultural 
Project hosts fundraiser
The Sustainable Agricultural Project, 
formally the Community Garden, is hosting 
a dinner and benefit on Thursday, March 3, 
at the Eberhard Center. Guests can arrive 
at 5 p.m. and dinner begins at 6 p.m. 
The event, “Down on the Farm,” will feature 
a discussion by Mike Hamm, a professor 
from the C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable 
Food Systems at Michigan State University.
Proceeds from the event will go toward 
funding the 2011 growing season for SAP, 
which is located next to the Allendale Campus. 
SAP began with a group of students in 2008 
and has expanded to include a variety of 
different initiatives that provide hands on 
learning opportunities for people who are 
interested in learning about sustainable food 
systems and organic farming practices.
To register for the event, visit www.gvsu.
edu/sustainableagproject . Tickets are $30 for 
community members and $10 for students.
For more information, contact Levi Gardner, 
SAG manager, at gardnele@gvsu.edu.
Awards ceremony  
will recognize campus 
contributions
The annual Celebrating Women Awards 
Ceremony will be held Thursday, March 3,  
beginning at 3 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,  
Grand River Room.
Sponsored by the Women’s Commission, 
Women’s Center, Women and Gender 
Studies and Positive Black Women, the event 
recognizes students, faculty and staff members 
who have made positive impacts on campus.
The Maxine Swanson, Women’s Impact and  
Barbara Jordan awards will be presented;  
student recipients of the Outstanding Female  
Student Award and scholarships will be  
announced.
RSVP for the event by visiting www.
gvsu.edu/w_commission .
Workshop series 
connects health 
with environment
Health and Wellness is sponsoring a six-session  
discussion guide that explores “good health”  
and the connections between human health  
and the environment.  
“A World of Health: Connecting People, Place  
and Planet” will run Tuesdays from  
March 15-April 26 from 1-1:45 p.m. in the  
Kirkhof Center.
Each session includes readings, video clips, 
short assignments and discussion questions. 
Participants will examine the roots of 
Western medicine and how it has evolved 
in an industrial society, learn about how 
health intersects with the environment and 
identify actions that promote good health.
To register for the series visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
seminar .
Chiaroscuro film 
series continues
The 2011 Chiaroscuro international film series, 
which features films by women directors, 
continues through April with participation 
from Grand Valley faculty members.
“Women Behind the Camera,” will run at the 
Urban Institute for Contemporary Art, 41 
Sheldon SE, Grand Rapids, on March 20 and 
April 17. Showings are at 2:30 p.m. with a short 
film by local talent preceding the feature film. 
All films are free and open to the public.
Chiaroscuro is coordinated by educators 
from local universities and members of 
the community. It was co-founded in 
2005 by Zulema Moret, director of Latin 
American Studies, and Gretchen Minhaar, 
a Grand Rapids architect and artist.
Other Grand Valley faculty will participate 
in some of the panel discussions, including:
• March 20: Moret will lead discussion 
of “Bluebeard/La Barbe Bleue” (France) 
directed by Catherine Breillat.
• April 17: Chad Lingwood, assistant professor 
of history, will be part of the panel for 
“The day I became a Woman/Roozi ke zan 
shodam” (Iran) by Marzieh Meshkini.
For complete details on the series visit 
www.chiaroscurofilmseries.com .
College of Education 
seeks nominations 
for awards
The College of Education is accepting 
nominations for Distinguished Alumni Awards. 
The Outstanding Leadership/Administrator 
and Outstanding Educator will be presented 
during Convocation on April 27; nominations 
must be submitted by March 21.
Nominees must be a graduate of Grand Valley 
and affiliated with College of Education 
certification or graduate degrees; have  
demonstrated the importance of the education  
received; and be distinguished in his or her  
career.
To nominate someone, submit a brief biography 
of the nominee and include one significant 
accomplishment that impacts the education 
community and an example of how the person 
has enhanced a school/institution initiative. 
Nominations can be submitted online at www.
gvsu.edu/coe/alumni_nomination.htm or  
by e-mail to Forrest Clift at cliftf@gvsu.edu  
with “Award Nomination” in the subject 
line. For questions, call x16230.
COW seeks volunteers 
for 50 projects
In the spirit of Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary, the theme of this year’s 
Community Outreach Week is “50 for 50.”
University organizers are looking for volunteers 
to participate in 50 volunteer projects locally 
and nationally. Community Outreach Week 
offers opportunities for individuals and groups 
to volunteer time to help with service projects 
in West Michigan and across the country.
Sponsored by Grand Valley’s Alumni 
Association and the Community Service 
Learning Center, COW will run March 21-26. 
Chris Barbee, director of Alumni Relations, 
said Grand Valley alumni are encouraged 
to take part in a project that will benefit 
their community.  “Individuals, alumni 
friends, and families can all volunteer 
their time by donating blood, cleaning 
a park or sorting and distributing food 
for people in need,” Barbee said.
The current list of projects is online at www.
gvsu.edu/cow , click on the “Volunteer Now” 
link. There are also links to submit a new 
project and a list of resources to search 
for an organization or service project.
In 2010, more than 150 volunteers in six 
different states participated in COW.  For 
more information, visit the website or call 
Alumni Relations at x13590 or the Community 
Service Learning Center at x12468.
What’s Ahead
COW volunteers helped at the Blandford Nature 
Center in 2010. This year’s Community Outreach Week 
theme is ‘50 for 50,’ with a goal of 50 volunteer-led 
projects.
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Sally Vissers, office coordinator for Liberal 
Studies, was interviewed by WXMI-TV  
for a “Pay It Forward” story about her knitted  
crafts she sends to people in Haiti and others  
in need.
Paul Isely, associate professor and chair of 
economics, was interviewed by WGVU 
for a story about Gov. Snyder’s budget.
Gregg Dimkoff, professor of finance, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV and WGVU for a  
story about rising gas prices.
Hari Singh, professor of economics, was 
interviewed by the Grand Rapid Press for a 
story about rising gas prices.
Sketches
Deborah Herrington, associate professor of 
chemistry, co-wrote an article, “Target Inquiry: 
Changing Chemistry High School Teachers’ 
Classroom Practices, Knowledge and Beliefs 
about Inquiry Instruction,” published in  
Chemistry Education Research and Practice. 
John Kilbourne, professor of movement 
science, gave a presentation, “Indigenous 
Games & Sport: Experiences from the Inuit of 
Canada and Sami of Scandinavia,” at Hedmark 
University College in Elverum, Norway.
WGVU received two Telly Awards: “LZ 
Michigan: A Journey Home” received a bronze  
for TV documentary and a bronze for TV-live  
event coverage.
Jim Schaub, adjunct professor of 
communications, received a Best Film Award  
at the Astoria International Film Festival in 
Oregon for the GVSU documentary film “Up 
From the Bottoms: The Search for the  
American Dream.”
Norwood Viviano, assistant professor of art 
and design, will exhibit “Cities: Departure  
and Deviations,” a site-specific installation  
of 24 blown-glass forms, at New York City’s  
Heller Gallery.
Brian J. Bowe, visiting assistant professor 
of communications, gave a presentation, 
“Physical Spaces and Political Conflicts: The 
Political Motivations Behind Mosque Protests,” 
at the Center for Islamic Studies national 
conference in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He was 
also the co-author of a study, “No Comment: 
The Negative Effects of Online Discussion 
Dominators on E-democracy,” presented at the 
International Political Science Association and 
European Consortium for Political Research 
Joint Conference in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of 
philosophy, wrote an article, 
“Phenomenotechnique in Historical 
Perspective,” published in Slovakian translation  
for the journal Filozofia.  
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Feb. 28
2-4 p.m.: General Education Committee hosts 
GE Program Campus Forum. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
gened for more information. 
Tues., March 1
8:30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. “Your Success Impacts Others: 
Five Strategies that Foster Success and 
Respect.” AH. Call x12215 for information.
9-11 a.m. and 2-4 p.m.: General Education 
Committee hosts GE Program Campus 
Forum. 2204 KC.
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. “Your Success Impacts Others: 
Five Strategies that Foster Success and 
Respect.” University Club Room, DEV. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Being Real in the 
Classroom,” by Dana Munk. 1142 KC. Call 
x13498 for information. 
8 p.m.: Concert Band performance. LAT, PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information.
Wed., March 2
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion. 
2:30 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Workshop. “Basic Approaches to Planned 
Giving.” Bicycle Factory. Call x19023 for 
information. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Being Real in the 
Classroom,” by Dana Munk. 499C DEV.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Topic, Topic, Who’s 
Got a Topic? Helping Students Find and 
Refine a Research Topic.” 1142 KC. 
Thurs., March 3
7:30 a.m. Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information. 
10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Topic, Topic, 
Who’s Got a Topic? Helping Students Find 
and Refine a Research Topic.” 302E DEV. 
3 p.m.: Women’s Commission hosts 
Celebrating Women Awards Ceremony. 
GRR KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/w_commis-
sion to RSVP.
8 p.m.: GVSU Symphony Orchestra perfor-
mance. LAT, PAC. 
Fri., March 4
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. “Development and 
Application of a Linked Hydronamic,” by 
Joseph DePinto. 109 LMC. Call x13749 
for information.
